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Abstract
The Central Asian Republics have drawn the world’s attention, primarily
for the reason of their expected abundance of their energy resources. The
Geo-strategic location of Central Asia is as such, it lies between Europe
and Asia. In the post cold war era the Great Game revisited in Kazakhstan
with a competition between regional and world powers for gaining profits,
influence, hegemony and maintaining power. The political and commercial
competition emerged among the great powers in order to make hold over the
vast energy reserves of these newly independent states of Central Asia and
the concepts like Heartland, Great game, Grand Chess Board and Clash
of Civilizations gained importance. A new chapter opened in the contest
among the international players for control of these oil and gas deposits.In
the post cold war era India was among the first countries which recognized
these Central Asian republics, supports them for their reconstruction. India
opened its embassies in these countries and the leaders of these countries
like; Uzbek president Islam Karimov and Kazakh president Nursultan
Nazarbayev made India as the destination for their first official trip abroad
after independence.
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Great Game Revisited
Kazakhstan is the largest and significant country among the Central
Asian Republics, Owing to the fact that this country possesses huge
reserves of oil, natural gas and uranium. The vast potential of wealth is
coupled with a unique geopolitical position of Kazakhstan; it has long
borders with Russia and China as well as three of the other Central
Asian Republics and with Caspian Sea. This geographical make up
erect this country as the Centre most regional power in the International
relations. At one time there was a power rivalry in this region between
Soviet Russia and British, the noted novelist Rudyard Kipling calls
this Century long Rivalry as “The Great Game”1. Today Kazakhstan is
1

The term great game is usually associated with power rivalry between British
Empire and the Russian Empire for maintaining their supremacy over the
Central Asian Region. This phrase great game is usually associated with Arthur
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manifested with this Great Game and this time there are multiple players
involved with almost identical motives but competing strategies. The
major players involved are USA, Russia, China, Turkey and Iran. All
these powers are competing for making hold over the Kazakh energy
reserves, and all the external powers wants to control these energy
reserves politically as well as economically. In this way, in the second
decade of the 21st century the great game revisited in Kazakhstan with
multiple players.
Kazakhstan occupies a leading position in the Central Asian region,
with the rapid rise in literacy, industrialization, and urbanization.
It emerges as the rising economic power in the region having major
space launching centre at Baikonur2. When the Soviet Union collapsed,
Kazakhstan was reeling under economic crisis. Later on it occupied its
place in the international community with its fast growing economic
appetite. Kazakhstan is the second largest oil producing country among
the former Soviet Republics. In the year 2002, Kazkhstan produced
1 million barrels of oil per day. The proven hydrocarbon reserves of
Kazakhstan both onshore and offshore are estimated to be around 30-50
billion barrels. These proven hydrocarbon reserves are basically from
the Tengiz and Karachaganak (Akiner, 2004:3-12).
In Post 9/11 attack USA launched GWOT (Global War on Terror)
program against Al-Qaeda forces in Afghanistan. After launching this
program USA became a major player in this region. USA wants to
weed out terrorism from this region, under the shadow of “Operation
Enduring Freedom”3. Washington nurtured a hidden motive from the
very beginning i.e. to make hold over the energy resources of this
region. Thus, the importance of this region increased tremendously
in political as well as economic spheres. The basic objective of USA
is too dealt with religious fundamentalism and to bring political
stability in this region. In order to uphold this aim USA helped in the

2
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Conolly, a British east India Company officer. But later on it was introduced
and popularised by British Novelist Rudyard Kipling in his Novel Kim which
published in the year 1901.
Baikonur Cosmodrome is the world’s largest space launching station which is
located in Kazakhstan. It is leased by the Kazakh government to Russia until
2050. It is managed jointly by the Russian Federal Space and the Russian
Aerospace Defence Forces.
Operation Enduring Freedom is the official name of the operation which the
US government launched against the Al-Qaeda operating Taliban network in
Afghanistan and nearby regions. This operation together with small military
operations comes under the umbrella of GWOT (Global War on Terrorism)
launched on 7 October 2001.
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promotion of democracy and USwants to maintain a sizeable military
presence in Uzbekistan and Kyrgyzstan. Besides this U.S wants to
promote free markets, democratization, and the forging of East-West
and Central Asia and South Asia trade linkages. Whereas, the main
aim of USA in Kazakhstan is to secure and eliminate the Soviet-era
nuclear and biological weapon material. At present USA energy firms
have invested in oil and natural gas developments in Kazakhstan. USA
wants to maintain good and friendly relations with Kazakhstan since
from its independence. In the year 1993, USA signed an agreement
with Kazakhstan for dismantling of the nuclear warheads, for this USA
provides compensation to Kazakhstan and purchased the remaining
uranium (Eheshami, 2004: 63)
Russia is also a dominant player in Kazakhstan for exploiting the
Kazakh energy reserves; Russia is importing oil through the AtyrauSamara pipeline, which is having the crude capacity of 310,000 barrels
per day. The geographical and the economic ties of Russia continue to
make Russia as the key player in the Kazakh foreign policy. One of
the major reasons for the Russian continuous engagement is the large
chunk of the Russian ethnic population residing in Kazakhstan. One
of the big developments in the Russian exploitation is the construction
of CPC (Caspian Pipeline Consortium) which was fully operational in
the year 2002. This pipeline directly brings oil from the Tengiz field
to Novorossiysk in the Russian Black Sea coast. Kazakhstan is also
having gas reserves of 65 trillion cubic feet of natural gas and most
of these gas reserves are situated in the extension area of the Russian
Orenberg region, Iran and Kazakhstan both are also doing oil swaps and
it was started in the year 1996, later on it was suspended because there
was a high level of sulfur content in Kazakh oil. It was restarted in the
year 2002, and in the year 2004 Iran imported around 2,00,000 billion
barrel of oil per day from Kazakhstan.
The third major regional player for Kazakh energy resources is
China, as the Chinese economy is growing at a faster pace and there
is a steep hike in the demand for energy resources in China and China
is facing a huge energy deficit. For sustaining the continuous growth
and fulfillment of its domestic energy demands the importance of
Kazakhstan for China increased tremendously. Kazakhstan is an energy
resource rich country lies on the western margin of China. The Chinese
demand for oil is expected to be more than double by 2030, in this
state of affairs, China wants to diversify its energy base and Kazakhstan
is seen as the best alternative for the growing Chinese economy. In
89
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the post Soviet period China become the second major player in
Kazakhstanboth these countries are sharing a common physical border
of 1700 km Chinese engagement in Kazakhstan can be strategically
viewed from the two main viewpoints:
1. The rising energy demands of China at the domestic level and for
the continuous supply of oil, Uranium and gas.
2. There is a problem of suppression and the secession movement by
the Uyghur ethnic group. This ethnic minority lies in the western
province of China (Xinxiang). Kazakhstan is having close ethnic
and economic ties with the Uyghur’s of Xinxiang. So in order to
restore peace and stability in Xinxiang, Chinese involvement in
Kazakhstan increased (Jafar, 2004: 204).
In the year 1997 China invested billions of dollars in the Uzen oil
fields in Kazakhstan. China is laying oil and gas pipelines carrying
the length of 13,500 km which will run from Russia, Central Asia and
China (USEIA, 2014). In Xinxiang there is a Muslim population mostly
Uyghur’s which comprised the 60% of the population of Xinxiang.
This group is one of the dominant groups in the Chinese territory of
Xinxiang. Originally they hails from Turkey and they share cultural,
religious and the linguistic heritage with the Central Asian Republics
more than China. The Chinese policies in the post 9/11 period targeted
particularly this group because China wants to suppress this group
in the light of Global war on terrorism. All these power games were
interdependent on the web of relations which influenced the “New
Great Game in Kazakhstan”.
Turkey and Iran were also the part of this “New Great Game”
which revisited in Kazakhstan. Turkey has clear economic interests in
oil and gas supplies from Central Asia. In addition, the Gulf States and
Saudi Arabia have religious interests they are promoting Madrassas and
sponsoring religious education through mosques. So in this way with
the interference of the external powers, Kazakhstan became a hotbed
for power contestation. This emerging pattern of power contestation
is because of its rich energy reserves and to the lesser extent by its
geostrategic location.
Paradigm Shift in US Policies Towards Kazakhstan
After the Soviet disintegration USA injects its political presence in the
Central Asia and Caspian basin. The proliferation of the nuclear Weapons
of Mass Destruction (WMD) in Central Asia and Arab world is one
90
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of the biggest challenges for USA. The biggest problem raised by the
Kazakhstan for USA is the acquisition of nuclear weapons. Kazakhstan
inherited the intercontinental ballistic missiles (ICBMs) with a total of
1400 warheads. The average target length of these ICBMs is more than
5,000 km. The basic thing which should be noted is that Kazakhstan
has become the first ever Muslim state which can strike directly at the
heartlands of the West. So in this way Kazakhstan becomes a source of
threat for the US policy makers. All these issues were resolved when
USA signed the NPT (Non Proliferation Treaty) and agreed to dismantle
its nuclear arsenal. In the year 1992 the signing of START-1 (Strategic
Arms Limitation Treaty), allows the elimination of one third of Soviet
and US nuclear arms. This followed the elimination of SS-18s one of
the lethal missiles in Kazakhistan.
After the terrorist attacks of 9/11 the USA, established its military
presence in the Afghanistan and further established military bases
in the Central Asian republics. Basically the geostrategic location of
Kazakhstan is as such; it lies in the “Heart of Eurasia” and is endowed
with the rich energy resources like oil, natural gas and Uranium. All
these factors increased the importance of Kazakhstan tremendously and
US is also in search of energy reserves so that it can help in reducing
American energy dependence on the West Asia. The other biggest plan
of US is to make hold over the Kazakhstan demand for the goods and
services. Finally America wants to eliminate terrorism and religious
fundamentalism from this region. The only security threat which USA
encountered is Islamic fundamentalism and instability. Turkey, Pakistan
and Saudi Arabia are the western surrogates to encounter this threat. The
USA‘s prime political motive is to increase stability and speed up the
process of democratization in order to increase the commercial activity
and to control the nuclear weapons. During the president Nazarbayev’s
visit to USA “Democratic Cooperation Agreement” signed which
emphasized on promotion of democratic values, human rights and the
rule of law. In order to promote the democracy and democratic values
USA had taken a keen interest in establishing educational programs on
various subjects. These programs include different topics like political
party, voter education, public administration, law and legal reforms
(Fumuagalli, 2010: 177).
The Denuclearization of Kazakhstan is the sole aim of the USA
and Kazakhstan also cooperated in the denuclearization program. The
“Lisbon protocol” was signed in the year 1992, aims at denuclearization
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of Kazakhstan, Belarus and Ukraine. In the year 1993 there was a
joint agreement signed between Kazakhstan and USA, which aims to
destruct the Kazakhstan’s nuclear weapon arsenal. In the year 1995,
Kazakhstan removed its last nuclear warheads and weapons grade
material and in the year 2000 successfully completed the seal of 181
nuclear test tunnels. Under the cooperative threat program USA had
spent $240mn to assist Kazakhstan in the elimination of WMD’s
and related infrastructure. In addition, in the year 2008, US “General
Electric” signed a memorandum with Kazatomprom on nuclear mining,
nuclear power and uranium processing.
Russian Interest in Kazakhstan
Kazakhstan and Russia has strong historical, cultural and ethnic
linkages. Russia is sharingthe longest border line with Kazakhstan
which is estimated to be around 7500 km. Both the countries have
historical, geographical and economic ties from the Soviet period.
Kazakhstan is having a large ethnic Russian population, which is one
of the potential factors for close ties between the countries. After the
Soviet disintegration, in the initial years the Russian response towards
the newly independent states is not up to the mark. But later on, Russia
showed its keen interest in the Central Asian Republics. Russian and
Kazakh relations got strengthening day by day in different spheres,
including social, political, economic, cultural and humanitarian. The
bilateral cooperation in the areas of oil and gas industry, energy, transport,
investment, space and uranium makes a significant progress in the recent
years. Russia is Kazakhstan’s key trading partner and both the countries
having more than 4,000 joint trade ventures. Both sides celebrated
the years of excellence. In the year 2003 Kazakhstan celebrated the
Russian year, next year in 2004 Russia celebrated as Kazakhstan year.
In these years many workshops, round table conferences, were held
with the aim of strengthening relations between Astana and Moscow.
The delimitation of Kazakhstan and Russian state border is one of the
most significant events in the history of Kazakhstan. Kazakhstan further
established a customs union with Russia and Belarus. This customs
union further transformed into the common economic space. In the year
2011, the member states come under a joint commission for deepening
of the economic ties which plans to create a Eurasian union by 2015.
The Russian goal in Central Asia revolves around to control the
energy resources of the region such as oil, natural gas and uranium, etc.
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In order to full fill its goal Moscow wants to maintain regional security
in Central Asia. The Russian presence in the Central Asian energy sector
has grown rapidly, in the initial years Russian activities were intact only
in Kazakhstan. But later on, Russia makes significant strides in other
Central Asian countries also. The Russian continuous involvement in
the numerous Kazakh energy projects, one such is ‘Karachaganak’ in
Western Kazakhstan , it is one of the richest oil deposit region. The
Russian company Rosneft is involved in the construction of the gas
refinery in Orenburg. The Kazakh Company KazmunayGaz signed a
production sharing agreement with Rosneft for joint exploration and
production from the Kurmangazy offshore oilfield. The estimated
reserve of KurmanGazy varies from 900 million to 1 billion tons of
oil. Rosneft is also the part of Atyrau-Samara pipeline project having a
capacity of 15-20 million tons of oil annually. The other pipeline, which
is also operational was started during the Soviet period is ‘Caspian
Pipeline Consortium’. Russia is a 24 % shareholder in the CPC and
Kazakhstan is 19 % shareholder. It starts from Tengiz and supply up to
the Russian Black Sea port of Novorossiysk was a success story of 13
years in the making. Now Russia is planning to increase the capacity of
Tengiz- Novorossiysk site from 32 to 67 million tons annually.
Russia has particular interest to develop trade ties with Kazakhstan,
which possess the Central Asia’s robust economy. In the year 2005 both
the economies agreed to create a regional investment bank with an
initial capital of $1.5 billion. This bank will open to shareholders from
the CIS countries. The Russian companies like Lukoil and Gazprom
are the leading trading partners of Kazakhstan which demonstrates the
increasing interest of Russia in Kazakh energy. The Russian and Kazakh
trade continuously growing touching new heights and now reached $10
billion a year. Both Russia and China are using their soft power as well
as hard power in order to boost their influence in the Kazakh economy
(Cohen, 2006: 32).
Kazakhstan wants to maintain its closeness with Russia for nuclear
fuel cycle and in the long run wants to develop more value added
production in Kazakhstan. Kazakhstan carried out the initial stages of
uranium mining, and then its conversion into the yellow cake happens in
the soviet complex. Finally the final product then transferred to Russia
for further processing, gasification and enrichment, Kazakhstan and
Russia has a joint enrichment facility near Angarsk. Kazakhstan and
Russia are also part of the International Uranium Enrichment Centre;
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in this centre kazatomprom is holding a 10 % share. Another Russian
Kazakh joint collaboration is at Atomniye Stantsii, it is a joint venture
of both aimed to design, build and sell small and medium size reactors.
Russia’s continued and long term interest in Kazakh uranium mining
can be seen in joint ventures. In the long term Russia is concerned
about the Kazakh nuclear agreements with other countries which tend
to decrease the amount of uranium that could be supplied to Russia, and
makes Kazakhstan less dependent on Russian nuclear technologies.
Demystifying Chinese Policies for Kazakh Energy Resources
According to the world energy statistics 2013, the Chinese demand for
oil is expected to be doubled by the end of 2020. For fulfilling these
demands in future China is continuously in search of new and rich energy
partners. Kazakhstan is seen as the best alternative for China because
it is richly endowed with oil, gas and uranium reserves. The biggest
achievement for China is in the year 1997, when the Chinese national
oil company CNPC (Chinese national petroleum company) made
significant achievements in the oil sector of Kazakhstan. Kazakhstan
and China share a common physical border having a length of 1740
km. Due to this fact, both the countries are compelled to maintain their
relations and cooperate over the host of issues. The biggest compelling
factor of cooperation is the increasedChinese demand for the energy,
which allures the newly found hydrocarbon reserve state Kazakhstan
closer to China.
Another major determinant of Chinese increasing engagement in
Kazakhstan is the Uyghur issue. Uyghur’s are living in Kazakhstan,
Kyrgyzstan and Tajikistan and they have strong ties for the Uyghur
population living in Xinxiang province of China. According to the
official estimates Central Asia is a home to more than 3, 00,000 Uyghur
population of which 210,000 lives in Kazakhstan, 46,000 in Kyrgyzstan
and about 30,000 in Uzbekistan. In order to neutralize the Uyghur’s
the Chinese government is quiet apprehensive of popular support from
Kazakhstan and for that China is using SCO as a platform (Kavalski,
2010: 1-27).
China has established diplomatic relations with Kazakhstan since
1990’s. One of the major landmarks in the history of Kazakhstan is
the visit of Chinese president Hu Jintao’s to Kazakhstan in the year
2003, in this visit several agreements on bilateral cooperation were
signed between Kazakhstan and China. On its reciprocal president
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Nazarbayev visited to China in December 2006, which led to the signing
of cooperation strategy for a 21st century and a plan for co-operation
between China and Kazakhstan. Following the signing of bilateral
economic cooperation agreements between China and Kazakhstan, the
signing of a memorandum of cooperation between the two countries is
a major achievement. According to one Kazakh newspaper at present
Kazakhstan is having more than 105 bilateral agreements and treaties
signed between both the countries, of which more than 30 were aimed at
regulating trade relations. In the year 2005 CNOOC (Chinese National
Offshore Oil Corporation) and KazMunayGaz signed an agreement
for exploration of the Darkhan offshore exploration which is located
between the Kurmangazy and the Karazhambas fields. In addition to
Darkhan oil field the Chinese national petroleum corporation is also
operating on six other onshore sites. In addition to Darkhan CNPC’s
main acquisition involved the AktobeMunayGaz Company, in which
CNPC purchased a 60% share in 1997 and a further 25 % in the year
2003. CNPC also got a license of 20 years exploitation of the Zhanazhol
and Kenkiyak petroleum and gas sites (Qinhua, 2011:96).
The Chinese policies towards Kazakhstanare basically revolving
around Kazakh energy resources and to capture the Kazakh energy
market. This aim gets a push with the purchasing of a production
company, one oil refinery in the south of the Kazakhstan and the
construction of the two oil pipelines. The construction of the AtasuAlashankou oil pipeline from the western Kazakhstan to the western
part of China is one of the major achievements for the Chinese
companies to quench the Chinese thirst for energy. This pipeline will
provide access to Chinese oil companies in the Caspian oil rich region.
This pipeline runs from the western part of Kazakhstan to the western
part of China (World nuclear organization, 2014). The total length of
this pipeline is 962 km and the initial capacity was fixed 10 million
tons per year, but later on, it to be increased to 20 million tons of oil per
year. This route crosses the Karaganda, East Kazakhstan and Almaty
regions. The whole construction of this pipeline is through two separate
contracts. Another proposed gas pipeline Turkmenistan-KazakhstanChina pipeline is a major win- win project for China. According to the
viewpoint of Kazakhstan, the Chinese presence in the energy markets
is one of the welcome steps because it reduces the Russian domination.
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The Chinese gas and oil pipelines are shown in Map.

Source: http://www.atimes.com/atimes/Central_Asia/KL17Ag01.html

The importance of the uranium resources of Kazakhstan increased
the interest of China. According to the Kazakhstan national agency
Kazatomprom the current production is 21,000 tons of uranium. In the
year 2001 Kazatomprom and CNNC (China national nuclear corporation)
takes forward steps to create a joint venture for the export of Kazakh
uranium to China. In the November 2001 both the companies came
forward with their first contract for the extraction of uranium, which
will remain in force up to 2020. In the year 2005 strategic cooperation
agreement was signed between Kazakhstan and China, which advocates
the strengthening of ties between the two countries in the atomic energy
sector and unification of more industrial segments with enriched uranium
production. Another major achievement in the field of atomic energy
was the signing of an agreement between Kazatomprom and CGNCP
(China Guangdong Nuclear Power Holding) which provides the supply
of nuclear fuel by Astana to the Chinese Nuclear power stations. In the
September of 2007, both the countries hold cooperative projects for the
long term development which envisions Chinese uranium fuel needs
to be met by Kazakh uranium reserves. In one of the statements made
by the Kazatomprom president, he mentions about the Kazakhstan, as
the first country which become a shareholder in China’s atomic power
industry. Kazatomprom president mentions that Kazakh government
will provide yellow cake, fuel pellets and nuclear fuel to China by
surpassing the traditional Chinese fuel supplier Areva of France. China
is also planning to invest in the two Kazakh uranium producing mines;
Irkol and Semizbai. China is also discussing the plans to work together
for joint assembly production. In the year 2009 Kazatomprom puts
forward its plan of opening of its representative office in Beijing to
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foster the cooperative ties. One of the important plans of Russia is to
open enrichment facility in China. So in this way Kazakhstan may also
have access to enrichment technology through China.
India in the Regional Competition
The Indo- Kazakhstan relations are not new; it dates back to the Great
Silk Road which passed from China to the Western world through
Kazakhstan. In the post cold war era, India was among the first countries
to recognize the independence of Kazakhstan. The first official visit of
President Nursultan Nazarbayev to India, which shows the importance
of New Delhi to Astana, Kazakhstan and India both have mutual
understanding. Kazakhstan is supporting the Indian candidacy for the
UN Security Council permanent membership. India is also backing
the Kazakhstan’s aspiration to become the member of the WTO. The
formation of CICA (Conference on Interaction and Confidence-Building
Measures in Asia)4 was first proposed by the President Nazarbayev
in the year 1992 on the occasion of the 47th session of UN General
Assembly. The CICA is an important Asian initiative to establish
peace, stability, security and to prevent mistrust among the countries.
India is one of the active members in CICA and a key participant in
the interaction and development of cooperation within the forum. The
Kazakh side acknowledges and appreciated the Indian contribution in
the CICA process. The importance of Kazakhstan for India is because
of the close cultural linkages and the natural resources of Kazakhstan
could be easily utilized for the mutual benefit of both the countries the
six perspective approach of economic cooperation between Kazakhstan
and India as pointed out by Kazakh researchers is;
1. Gas and oil branch.
2. Information and Technology sphere.
3. Development of bilateral cooperation in the sphere of small and
middle business.
4. Development of trade and economic relations with India.
5. Development of transport gateway- “North-South” from Aktau to
the Caspian Sea via Iran till the Arab Sea.
6. Development of tourism (Mazitov, 2009: 161).
4

CICA was established in the year 1999, at present having 26 states, 7 observer
states and 4 observer organisations. The idea of CICA first time proposed by the
Kazakh president Nazarbayev on 5 October 1992 on the 47th session of United
Nations General Assembly. CICA is an Intergovernmental forum for enhancing
co-operation, promoting peace, security and stability in Asia.
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India’s strategic vision lies in the development of strong ties
with Kazakhstan, India is attempting to frame its Kazakh policy with
an integrative framework which covers the divergent approaches.
The Indian grand strategic vision ensures the active and purposeful
engagement with the major powers and emerging power centers in
its extended neighborhood by viewing the concept of neighborhood
in terms of widening of concentric circles. Central Asia is seen as
the region which comes in the India’s extended neighborhood. This
strategic vision is articulated by the then Indian foreign secretary
Shyam Saran in his November 2006, speech at the Shanghai Institute
for International Studies in China. In his speech he asserts that Indian
destiny is interlinked with the Asian continent with its footprint goes
beyond- East Asia, Central Asia, West Asia, South Asia and South East
Asia. In this way Indian strategic vision favors the stable, moderate and
economically prosperous Central Asian region (Joshi, 2011:10-87).
The second India-Central Asia Dialogue 17-18 June 2013 was a
meaningful exercise to help India and Central Asian countries to explore
new vistas in various fields for enhancing cooperation. One complete
session was devoted to the areas of co-operation between India and
Kazakhstan; including peaceful uses of nuclear energy, the situation
in Afghanistan, international terrorism and new dimensions to the
availability of modern technology. It was proposed in the session that
a scientific dialogue between India and Kazakhstan should be initiated
and the working groups on specific sectors should be established. In
relation to the increasing bilateral economic interaction the following
areas were discussed; agriculture, pharmaceutical industry, Information
technology, energy and small and medium enterprises. In the end stress
was laid on to increase the people to people’s contacts, a tool of social
mobility this goes beyond Geo-economics and Geo-mobility.
The increased Chinese influence in the Central Asian region
has serious implications for Indian energy deals and commerce.
The Chinese presence in Central Asia is an established fact and the
Chinese involvement in trade, energy deals, pipeline construction,
military agreements and in SCO (Shanghai Cooperation Organization)
is increasing. In this backdrop, India is acting as a balancer, to combat
the increasing Chinese dominance. In Kazakhstan also China is giving
tough competition to India in both energy and trade. In this scenario India
left with no choice but to expand its political, economic and military
capabilities in the Central Asian region. By putting emphasis on the
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realist logic it has been suggested that the close Indo-US cooperation in
Central Asia is mandatory which will provides check for the increased
Chinese involvement in Kazakhstan.
The presence of external players in Kazakhstan after the post cold
war era is the matter of concern. The major players involved are USA,
Russia, China, Turkey and Iran. All these powers are competing for
making hold over the Kazakh energy reserves and for controlling it
politically and economically. As the geostrategic location of Kazakhstan
is as such, it lies near the energy rich Caspian Sea that has drawn
the world attention. In the aftermath of 9/11 all the countries of the
world realized that the dependence on Arabian Gulf oil reserves seems
more problematic and the new resource rich region Caspian Sea and
Kazakhstan is much more suitable to feed their energy demands. In
this way, in the second decade of the 21st century the external powers
landed in Kazakhstan with multiple players and the dominant among
them were China, Russia and USA.
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