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Abstract
There is an intriguing material culture in stoneware i.e. stone bowls and
saddle querns that were reported by the author from the early historic sites
in a systematic transect survey of north-west Kashmir. This stoneware has
previously been reported from only three places in Kashmir and roughly
bracketed within a chronological date range of c. 1000 BCE to c. 3rd Century
ACE. This stoneware was first reported from Megalithic phase at Gufkral.
Till date there is very little work carried on this stoneware, however, similar
material culture has been reported from few south Asian sites as well. In this
paper an attempt has been made to analyse this intriguing material culture
and put this in context with similar material from South Asia to understand
its chronological significance.
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Description of Stoneware
Stone Bowls
The stone bowls were collected from nine sites (3.2, 4.5, 5.1, 6.5, 7.5,
8.4, 8.5, 9.4, and 15.1) in north-west Kashmir (Figs. 1&2). Two shades
of Panjal trap (volcanic rock of which the Palaeolithic and the Neolithic
stone tools were mostly made during the prehistoric period in Kashmir)
were found in these stone bowls; one of purple and the other of green
colour. These stone bowls are rimless, tapering towards the bottom
(sometimes grooved at the bottom just above the base) with ring or
disk bases. Such stone bowls have attracted very little attention of the
archaeologists working in Kashmir. However, Shali considers them to
be a prominent feature of the early historic period (Shali, 2001: 119).
They were first reported from the Megalithic period (post Neolithic c.
1000 BCE to 1st century ACE) at Gufkral, and later these have been
reported from Kushan period sites (1st to 5th century ACE) in south
of Kashmir (Shali, 1993: 128). Similar stone bowls have also been
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reported at earliest occupational layers at Martand (no date) (Lal, 1973:
13; Shali, 2001: 311) in Kashmir. Moreover, Converse (1978: 481),
while exploring an early historic site on the outskirts of Srinagar in
Kashmir, reported similar stone bowls. Alongside these stone bowls she
found Kushan pottery and northern black polished ware (NBPW, c.500
BCE - 5th century ACE) associated with them. However, almost no
analysis has been carried out on these stone bowls, and it is, therefore,
very difficult to confidently suggest the purpose for which these stone
bowls were made.
Fig. 1
Location of Study Sites
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Fig. 2
Different Shades of Stone Bowls from New Sites in North-west
Kashmir (Sites 5.1 and 8.5)

Photo: Mumtaz Yatoo 2017.

Like several pottery types, the shapes and designs of stone bowls
continue from the early historic period onwards, as can be seen in the
stone bowls found at two sites (7.4 and 9.5) in north-west Kashmir
(Fig. 3). Typologically, these stone bowls look similar to those reported
from the early historic period, but they were differentiated from the
earlier ones on the basis of design, such as, etched impressions created
by chiselling on their outer surface, with a smooth and fine textured
interior. The design seems intended to give a pleasing look to the stone
bowls and, therefore, may indicate an evolving appreciation of design.
Although the origin of producing stone bowls dates to early historic
period in Kashmir, their continued presence from two multi-period sites
(early historic and later historic), indicates that the production of these
stone vessels continued, albeit, with some modifications. However,
their absence from key Kashmir sites or neighbouring regions obscures
their precise archaeological context.
Fig. 3
Stones Bowls from New Sites in Kashmir (sites 7.4 and 9.5)

Photo: Mumtaz Yatoo 2017.
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Saddle Querns
At four early historic sites, (1.1, 1.3, 4.3, and 9.2) saddle querns were
collected (Fig. 3). These querns are made from basalt and sandstone
rocks; basalt also known as trap rock or volcanic rock, while as
sandstone is sedimentary rock. Similar types of querns have (earlier)
been found from the Megalithic level at Burzahom and Gufkral, and
the early historic site of Semthan. Sharma (1982; 2000) and Agrawal
(1998) described these as tools used within a subsistence economy.
Stacul reported querns or mullers for the first time at Kalako-deray
from period IV in Swat c. 1700 – 1300 BCE. However, he says that true
saddle querns occur at Aligrama in periods VI and VII (6th to 4th century
BCE) (Stacul 1994b: 235). Typologically, the saddle querns collected
in north west Kashmir look similar to those reported by Stacul and Tusa
at Aligrama. Parallels of these tools can also be found at Chalcolithic
cultures (1500 to 700 BCE) at Ahar at Rajasthan, and at Malwa and
Kayatha in Madhya Pradesh, in India (Misra 2001: 513-516).
Fig. 4
Saddle Querns from New Sites in North-west Kashmir (1.1 and 9.2)

Photo: Mumtaz Yatoo 2017.

Analysis and Interpretation of Stoneware Material Culture: Kashmir
and South Asia
Stoneware collected from the new sites in north-west Kashmir were
first reported from the post-Neolithic phase (Megalithic period) c. 1000
to 3rd Century BCE at Gufkral, and later on reported at three other early
historic sites. At Srinagar (one of the three early historic sites), it is
associated with NBPW and Kushan period pottery (c. 7th century BCE to
1st century ACE) (Converse 1978); at Martand temple stone bowls have
been found from its earliest habitational layer (no chronological date
is given; however the temple itself is dated to c. 750 ACE, (Lal 1973;
Shali 2001); and at the third site (somewhere in south Kashmir), these
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are found with Kushan material culture (1st to 3rd century ACE) (Shali
1993). Except at Gufkral, there is no evidence yet that can suggest that
this stoneware is associated with Megaliths or the Megalithic period.
Similarly, except the Srinagar site (Converse, 1978), Martand temple
(Lal, 1973; Shali 2001) and the south Kashmir site (Shali, 1993). There
is also no evidence of this stoneware from key sites such as Harwan,
Kanispora or Semthan, and very limited comparable types have been
reported elsewhere in South Asia. Moreover, no NBPW pottery (which
Converse (1978: 481) found along with stone bowls from a Srinagar
site) was recovered during the present survey at any of the early historic
sites where these bowls were found in north-west Kashmir.
The wide distribution of these stone implements during the early
historic period in north-west Kashmir seems to indicate that this
stoneware might have remained in production from c. 1000 BC to c.
3rd century ACE at the new sites in north-west Kashmir. The period
between c. 1000 BC to 200 BC is the ‘missing’ chronological period
in north-west Kashmir, which is the period corresponding to the Iron
Age elsewhere in South Asia (Yatoo, 2012; 2015). The chronological
dates assigned to this stone ware at sites such as Gufkral (c. 1000
BCE) or at Srinagar site (c. 7th century BCE to 1st century ACE) or at
south Kashmir (1st to 3rd century ACE), indicate they probably belong
to period between c. 1000 BCE to c. 3rd century ACE; hence roughly
corresponding to the chronological period, thought to be missing in
north-west Kashmir (Yatoo, 2015).
Discussion
The presence of two distinct types of material cultures: stone bowls
and saddle querns reported at the early historic sites, suggest that they
might be part of the Iron Age material culture in north west Kashmir.
While Stacul (1979; 2001) unambiguously related saddle querns to iron
metallurgy, there is no study on stone bowls yet. Stone bowls were
found at nine new early historic sites, of which two also contain slag,
and saddle querns were recorded at four new sites and interestingly one
contained both a saddle quern and slag in north-west Kashmir. Stone
bowls have been reported at Gufkral around c. 1000 BCE when the
iron artefacts were reported there. The saddle querns are reported at
Aligrama, Swat during periods VI and VII (6th to 4th century BCE). Stacul
(1979: 341; 2001: 244) stated that period VII of Swat is represented by
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iron metallurgy with the introduction of saddle querns and new pottery
types. The absence of saddle querns from key early historic sites in
Kashmir is perplexing though, and it is, therefore, not yet clear whether
these saddle querns reported in north-west Kashmir have anything to
do with Iron Age material culture or they might be material from two
distinct cultures at north-west Kashmir.
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