




























 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Centre of Central Asian Studies 
University of Kashmir 

 
Activities held under Memorandum of Understanding between Institute of Archaeology 
and Ethnography, Russian Academy of Sciences, Novosibirsk, Russia and Centre of 
Central Asian Studies, University of Kashmir, 2015-2018. 
 
Joint Projects: 
Principle investigators:  
 
1. Professor Natalia Polosmak: Institute of Archaeology and Ethnography, Siberian branch of 
Russian Academy of Sciences, Novosibrisk, Russia 
 
2. Dr. Mohammad Ajmal Shah: Centre of Central Asian Studies, University of Kashmir. 
 
1) Awarded Research Grant (24,500 Euros) for a project “Archaeological Studies of the 
migration routes from Central Asia to Kashmir-2015”, funded by Gerda Henkel Stiftung, 
Germany. 
 
2) Awarded Research Grant (120, 000 Euros) for a project “Archaeological Studies of the 
migration routes from Central Asia to Kashmir-2016-17”, (extended to 2018 by funding agency 
due to unrest in Kashmir in 2016) funded by Gerda Henkel Stiftung, Germany. 
 

 
Activities held: (2015-2018) 

 
Field Surveys: 
 
1. Conducted Geophysical Survey at Ahan (Ganderbal District) from 31-10- 2015 to 21-11-2015. 
 
2. Dr. Ajmal Shah, Participated in “Field Archaeological Excavations at Neolithic and 
Bronze/Iron age sites of Tartas and Vengerova-2 in Vengerovo District, Novosibriski province, 
Siberia, Russia from 06-06-2016 to 14-06-2016. 
 



3. Field work conducted in Zanaskar Valley in Ladakh, 2016, funded by Gerda Henkel Stiftung, 
Germany in collaboration with Institute of Archaeology and Ethnography, Russian Academy of 
Sciences, Novosibrisk, Russia. 
 
4. Conducted 3D archaeological project at Gool archaeological site, 2017, in Ramban District of 
Jammu & Kashmir in collaboration with Institute of Archaeology and Ethnography, Russian 
Academy of Sciences, Novosibrisk, Russia from 31 May to 15 June, 2017. 
 
5. Conducted Excavations at Ahan, Ganderbal, Kashmir, 2017, funded by Gerda Henkel 
Stiftung, Germany in collaboration with Institute of Archaeology and Ethnography, Russian 
Academy of Sciences, Novosibrisk, Russia from 06-09-2018 to 26-09-2018. 
 
6. Conducted Analysis work of archaeological material for publication of report of Ahan 
Excavations held in 2017. 
 
7. Conducted 3D archaeological project at Gool archaeological site, 2018, in Ramban District of 
Kashmir valley in collaboration with Institute of Archaeology and Ethnography, Russian 
Academy of Sciences, Novosibrisk, Russia from 01-05-2018 to 10-05-2018. 
 
Extension Lectures: 
 
1. Extension Lecture held at CCAS of Prof. Natalia Polosmak from Institute of Archaeology and 
Ethnography, Siberian branch of Russian Academy of Sciences, Novosibrisk, Russia, on 10-11-
2015. 
 
2. Delivered a lecture Distant Displays of Power-Emerging Evidence from Kashmir 
Archaeology, organized by Institute of Archaeology and Ethnography, Siberian branch of 
Russian Academy of Sciences, Novosibrisk, Russia, dated 06-06-2016. 
 
3. Dr. Ajmal Shah delivered a series of lectures at Institute of Archaeology and Ethnography, 
Russian Academy of Sciences, Novosibrisk, Russia from 11-01-2018 to 23-01-2018 
 
4. Conducted Extension Lecture at CCAS of Prof. Natalia Polosmak from Institute of 
Archaeology and Ethnography, Siberian branch of Russian Academy of Sciences, Novosibrisk, 
Russia, on 20-09-2018. 
 
International workshop: 
 
1. Conducted One week International Workshop on Archaeological Field Methods from 20th  - 
26th of September, 2018,  in CCAS in collaboration with Institute of Archaeology and 
Ethnography, Russian Academy of Sciences, Novosibrisk, Russia. 
 
Joint Publications: 
 
1. Published a Joint Research paper on “Petroglyphs of Zanaskar, India: Findings of the 2016 
Season”, in Journal of Archaeology, Ethnology and Anthropology of Eurasia, 46 (2): 60-67. 



Joint Publications in Press: 
 
1. Survey cum Excavation Report of Ahan, Ganderbal, Kashmir (to be published soon) 
 
2. 3D Catalogue of archaeological monuments and sculptures at Gool, Ramban, Jammu (to be 
published soon).  
 
 
 
 
Prof. G. N. Khaki 
Director 
 
Activities held under Memorandum of Understanding between EPHE, PSL Research 
University, France and Centre of Central Asian Studies, University of Kashmir, 2017-2018. 
 

 Activities held: (2016-2018) 
 
Meetings Held: 
 
1. Dr. Ajmal Shah (CCAS) attended meeting in Delhi on 30-03-2017 with Prof. Laurianne 
Bruneau (EPHE, PSL, France) for finalizing dates for signing Memorandum of Understanding 
and . 
 
2. Dr. Ajmal Shah (CCAS) attended meeting in French Institute, New Delhi on 05-07-2018 and 
06-07-2018 with Prof. Laurianne Bruneau (EPHE, PSL University, France), Prof. Vinod 
Nautiyal (HNB University, Garhwal) and Dr. Martin Vernier (Switzerland) for Joint 
collaborative project in Himalayan region of Ladakh. 
 
Project Submitted: 
 
1. Submitted a Joint Project for Rock Art Studies in Ladakh region with Prof. Laurianne, EPHE, 
PSL University, Paris, France and Dr. Mohammad Ajmal Shah from CCAS as Principle 
investigators (Result awaited) 
 
2. Excavation permission submitted to Directorate of Archaeology, Archives and Museums, J & 
K Govt, for the site of Leh Chosker, Ladakh. 
 
Extension Lectures: 
 
1. Conducted extension lecture of Prof. Laurianne Bruneau (EPHE, PSL Research University, 
Paris, France) at Centre of Central Asian Studies, University of Kashmir on 06-07-2017. 
 
2. Under the Bilateral agreement between the institutions Dr. Ajmal Shah is visiting EPHE, PSL 
Research University in Paris from 01 – 08 December, 2018. 
 



Conference (upcoming): 
 
1. Both the parties will jointly organize a conference on Trans-Himalayan Art and Archaeology 
scheduled to be held in July in Paris, France or in New Delhi. 
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