SEMESTER- 1l
Field Archaeology — Theory

Course code: ARC17201CR

This course introduces students to the process of archaeological investigation from the
discovery of sites to their excavation and analysis of the recovered archaeological evidence.

Unit — 1 — Methods of discovering Archaeological sites

a.

b.

Conventional methods- use of literary sources and folk traditions, village to village
survey, field walking, survey along the water bodies, etc.

Scientific methods- identification of archaeologically potent area by undertaking
environmental and ecological survey, use of maps, satellite imagery and aerial
photographs, Underwater archaeology and use of various geophysical methods.

Unit-2 — Methods of Data Collection
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Indiscriminate collection of data

Random sampling

Systematic sampling

Site catchment analysis and ethnographic survey
Reconstruction of regional settlement pattern and system

Unit - 3 — Excavation Methods in Archaeology
a. Vertical, Horizontal and Quadrant excavation methods.
b. Excavation of Stone Age Site, Excavation of Settlement Sites, Excavation of Burial

sites, Excavation of Fortifications and large features.

Unit-4 — Recording Methods and Analysis in Archaeology
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Stratigraphy and three dimensional recording,

Contextual approach

Techniques of Archaeological Photography and Photogrammetry,

Methods of Drawings: Plan, Section, Pottery, Tools

Classification and analyses of Artefacts

Classification and analyses of Ecofacts

Synthesis of analyses of artefacts and ecofacts for the reconstruction of Socio-
economic organizations
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SEMESTER- Il
Field Archaeology — Practical

Course code: ARC17202CR

Course Objectives:

This course aims at training the students in field methods
Unit 1: Explorations

Unit 2: Data Collections

Unit 3: Excavations

Unit 4: Data Recording

Recommended Readings:
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SEMESTER- 1l
Protohistory of South Asia

Course code: ARC17203CR

Unit-1 - Pre/Early Harappan Cultures

a.

Pre/Early Harappan sites (Mehargarh, Kot Diji, Hakra, Killi Gul Mohammad, Kulli,
Nal, Amri, Ravi, Sothi, Padri, Pre-Prabhas, Anarta).

Unit -2 - Harappan Culture
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Origin and development of the Harappan Civilization

Geographical distribution, extent and settlement patterns

Important excavated sites

Town planning and architecture

Trade, economy, technology and art. Contacts within Iran, Middle East and Central
Asia.

Harappan script

Socio-political and religious organization

Decline - - various theories and causes

Late Harappan phase - geographical distribution and salient features.

Unit-3 — Development of Chalcolithic Traditions (Central India, Rajasthan and Gangetic

Doab)
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Ahar - distribution, architecture, characteristic features and contributions
Ganeshwar and Jodhpura -- distribution and material culture, important sites
Kayatha - - distribution and characteristic

Malwa - - distribution, life-style, socio-religious aspects, technology, etc.
OCP and Copper Hoards - - distribution and cultural tradition

Regional cultural contacts

Decline of the Chalcolithic- causes and consequences.

Unit-4 - Iron Age
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Origins of Iron in South Asia- Problem and perspective
Iron Age in South India and Sri Lanka- Megalithic phase
Iron Age in North India- PGW and NBPW

Second Urbanisation- Causes and consequences.
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SEMESTER- 11
Course code: ARC17204CR
Archaeological Sources
Unit 1: Introduction
a. Importance of archaeological evidence
b. Limitations of Archaeological Evidence
c. Importance of literary sources in India
d. Limitations of Literary Sources
Unit 2: Archaeology and Literature
a. Earliest Literary Sources and Archaeological Records
b. Early writing in West Asia
c. Early writing in India and China
Unit 3: Material Culture
a. Stone artefacts and tools
b. Pottery and Terracotta
c. Coins, Seals and Inscriptions
Unit 4: Occupational sites/Settlements
a. Subterranean sites/ Dwelling sites

b. Cave and Rock Art shelters
c. Archaeological and Religious Monuments
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Science in Archaeology

Course code: ARC17205DCE

Unit — 1 — Archaeobotany

a.

b.

Archaeobotany: Introduction to different types of plant fossils found in archaeological
contexts such as woods, food grains, impressions, compressions, casts, petrifications,
coprolites, phytoliths, pollen and spores.

Carbonisation of Seeds

Unit — 2 — Zooarchaeology

a.

b.

Study of bones: The mammalian skeleton, Osteology of selected domestic animals.
Fossil preparation, identification and systematic palaeontology of fossil vertebrates.

Study of human bones: Identification, methods of cleaning and reconstruction, sex
determination, age estimation, demography and pathology

Unit — 3 - Archaeometalurgy and Geoarchaeology

a.

b.

C.

Identification of common rocks and minerals.

Preliminary study of soils/sediments: Determination of texture, colour, pH, calcium
carbonate, organic carbon, phosphate etc.

Earth Science: Geographic techniques - toposheet reading and interpretations,
introduction to GIS and basics of remote sensing.

Unit — 4 — Archaeological Dating Methods

a.

Relative Dating Methods
Stratigraphy

Seriation
Dendrochronology

Absolute Dating Methods
Radiocarbon
Thermoluminescence
Electron Spin Resonance
Potassium Argon

Fission Track

Obsidian hydration
Amino acid racemisation

Recommended Readings
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Course code: ARC17206DCE

Archaeology of Kashmir (Ancient to Medieval)
Unit-1:

a. A Dbrief history of Kashmir up to sixth century AD.
b. Semthan site and its significance

Unit-2:
a. Kushan sites; hoinar, Hutmur, Ahan, Kanispora and other important sites and their

importance.
b. Harwan; Debate on its origin, Finds and their significance.

Unit-3:
a. A brief history of Kashmir from Huns to Loharas.
b. Sculptures: Terracotta, Stone, Metal and Ivory sculptures.

c. Ancient Architecture of Kashmir: Stupa, Stone Temples
d. Coinage

Unit-4:
a. A brief history of Medieval Kashmir
b. Architecture under the Sultans

c. Architecture under the Mughals
d. Ancient and medieval cities.

Recommended Readings:
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SEMESTER- Il
Generic Elective
Science and Archaeology

Course code: ARC17207GE

Unit — 1 Archaeological Science an introduction

a. Stratigraphy
b. Seriation
c. Dendrochronology

Unit — 2 Absolute Dating Methods
Radiocarbon
Thermoluminescence
Electron Spin Resonance
Potassium Argon
Fission Track

Obsidian hydration
Amino acid racemisation
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